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221 8. 28th Avenue
Wausau W1 54401

April 9, 1997

ATTENTION:
Wisconsin State Legislative Joint Finance Committee Members

Dear friends,

It 1s my understanding that the proposed state budget will reduce funding for UW
Extension by 5%, resulting in a 12% reduction in state support for Wisconsin Public Radio.
As a faithful listener of many years (currently WHRM - Wausau) and a personal financial
supporter of WPR, | find this proposed reduction very disturbing. Members of the
Wisconsin Public Radio Association already provide nearly 50% of the total funding for
WPR. Though that amount increases every year, state support is a NECESSITY.

We can be proud of WPR which provides music, information and rational discourse to all
citizens of this state. For me, personally, it provides opportunities for good listening that
are not otherwise available in this largely rural state. No doubt it is equally attractive to the
many tourists who come here, especially to travelers as they journey to the recreational
areas in northern Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Public Radio is a marvelous asset to this state. It would be most unfortunate if it
were cut back to mediocre quality and service. I urge you to reduce or eliminate the 5% cut
in UW Extension (which causes a 12% reduction is state support for WPR), or to exempt
radio from that reduction.

Sincerely,

=y /e bA Jgﬁ?}ﬁﬁ/
7

Sister Mary Pattison



Date: Aprl 13, 1997

To: Wisconsin State Legislative Joint Finance Committee
From: Dave Wood, 1806 State St., Eau Claire, W1 54701
Re: Reduction 1n state support for Wisconsin Public Radio

Wisconsin Public Radio is a very valuable asset for the citizens of our state. Its thought-
provoking talk shows, timely political analysis and informative programming make it a
utique format for continuing education. My career is in sales traveling throughout the
Upper Midwest and Canada. I view public radio as a convenient means of continuing my
education in a format that is very enjoyable and accessible. Wisconsin Public Radio’s
quality of programming is far superior to other states in the Midwest or provinces in
Canada. We have a unique treasure that is worthy of support.

Wisconsin’s outstanding educational system is a proud tradition and our key to continued
success, as a people, in the future. Wisconsin Public Radio is a very valuable and
accessible component of our state’s educational system.

[ agree the costs of Wisconsin Public Radio should be shared between the state
government and the listeners. Listener contributions now exceed state support. The state
of Wisconsin needs to maintain its share of the costs. | think it is unfair for Wisconsin
Pubiic Radio’s state support to be cut 12%. Wisconsin Public Radio is far more
accessible to citizens than practically any other education medium. The value of
Wisconsin Public Radio is as easy to tap as turning on your radio. Please reconsider your
cuts in support for Wiscensin Public Radio.

Best Regards,

ON 4

Dave Wood



DATEL: April 13, 1997

TO: Members of the Wisconsin State Legislative Joint Finance Committee
FROM: Becky Wood
1806 State Street £ wet

Eau Claire, WI 34701
RE: Funding of Wisconsin Public Radio

It is with great concern that | heard about the possibility of cuts to Wisconsin Public
Radio’s funding. Wisconsin Public Radio is incredibly valuable to me, and I do not want
to see funding cuts affect the quality of WPR’s programming.

I discovered Wisconsin Public Radio (WHWC) almost nine years ago just out of college
when I traveled 30,000 business miles a year. It was (and is!) refreshing to hear
intelligent conversation on such a wide variety of topics. I looked forward to long drives
in the car because 1 knew there would be someone to keep me company (so to speak),
and 1 knew I would not hear the same information (or lack thereof) that [ hear on other
stations. I always have been one who thirsts for knowledge and appreciates education.
Wisconsin Public Radio has helped me to satisfy those needs. In my travels through
other states | seek such a service and find none that compares with WPR,

Please exempt public radio from the Governor’s 5% cut in UW Extension. Asa firm
believer in WPR’s service | have been a volunteer and annual financial contributor for
several years. I plan to continue my support, and I ask you to do the same.



American Heart Association statement supporting $.56 per pack cigarette fee increase
Testimony to member of the Joint Committee on Finance (JCF)

Chippewa Valley Technical College, Eau Claire

Tuesday, April 22, 1997

Submitted by: Penny A. Hinz, Northwest Area Director for AHA of Wisconsin
20600 Oxford Avenue Suite 2
Eau Claire, WI 54703
715-834-1108 (P)

On behalf of the Chippewa Valley Division of the American Heart Association, I strongly urge you to
consider including a subtantial increase in the excise tax for tobacco in the budget. As the tobacco industry
continues to target their promotional campaigns to youth, we must fight back by making access to
cigarettes more difficult for minors. By substantially increasing the tobacco tax, we can do just that.

Research shows that a price increase of 10% in cigarettes can be expected to produce a decrease in
consumption by youth of 10% or more, Children who smoke may not yet be addicted and they generally
have less disposable income. A significant price increase in tobacco products will discourage kids from

starting to smoke, while encouraging current smokers to quit or cut back.

Also, adults are not the ones who start smoking. Statistics show that atmost 89% of adults who smoke
began using cigarettes by or at age 18. If children can be dissuaded from smoking they almost always lose
interest by the time they reach age 19. Substantially increasing the excise tax is just the dissuation the may
need.

Everyday in the United States, about 3,000 young people begin smoking. The average age children first
" start smoking is 14.5 years old. Of these 3,000 new smokers, we can expect that 30 will be murdered, 60
will die in traffic accidents and 1,000 will be killed from smoking.

An investment in a comprehensive tobacco prevention and education program will combat the $100 million
being spent by the tobacco industry in Wisconsin for the marketing and promotion of tobacco products. An
educational campaign would teach children to make appropriate health choices.



JEROME L. DACHEL GEORGE C. MCDOWELL
County Clerk County Auditor
(715) 726-7980 {715) 726-7946
FAX (715) 726-7987

711 N, Bridge Street
Chippewa Falis, WI 54729-1876

Rick Schafer, County Board Supervisor, Chippewa County
Testimony to the Joint Committee on Finance
Bpril 22, 1997

I would like to thank Chairmen Jensen, Burke, and the members of
the Joint Committee on Finance for allowing me to testify today on
the transportation needs of the Chippewa Valley.

On January 28th of this year, Governor Tommy Thompson gave his
State of the State Address to the people of Wisconsin. In that
speech he foresaw the Chippewa Valley becoming the Silicon Valley
of the Midwest, as high tech computer jobs were replacing
manufacturing jobs of the past. The only thing stopping this is
the East Bridge Corridor Project.

The Bast Bridge Corridor would enhance economic development for the
entire Chippewa Valley. One of the major restraints to economic
development has been the constraint to move goods and services in
and out of the industrial areas of the City of Chippewa Falls. The
East Bridge Corridor would remove this restraint and link the two
industrial parks with a direct rcute that does not go through the
city’s downtown. Additionally, large tracts of vacant land which
lie at both ends of the project are considered prime development
areas. Construction of the East Bridge will provide access to
these tracts of land, creating significant economic development
opportunities.

The East Bridge Corridor would also lead to residual aconomic
development for the City of Eau Claire, villages like Cadott and
Boyd, and towns like Hallie and Lafayette. These villages and
towns are only a few of the many areas that will be affected by the
East Bridge Corridor in the Chippewa Valley.

Perhaps the most important benefit of the East Bridge will be the
improved safety response time. The new bridge would cut response
time £for transporting seriously ill and injured people to St.
Joseph’s Hospital in half. By allowing our emergency vehicles to



bypass the downtown area, we are giving people whe are seriously
injured faster emergency treatment that may in fact save their
life.

Another item of concern that Chippewa County hasg is highway funding
trom the state. The state has put more of a burden on the counties
and towns, which is fine. But without an increase in funding, we
cannot maintain ocur roads and highways at the county level. This
is why I support the Transportation Development Association’s
recommendations, which would raise the much needed revenues to

address transportation problems. The TDA recommends a $.03 per
gallon increase in the gas tax, a $10 increase in vehicle
registration fees, and modifying the indexing formula by

eliminating the consumption factor. This plan will bring nearly
$100 million in badly needed revenue to help maintain and repair
our roads throughout the state. This plan is being supported by
the Wisconsin Counties Association and the Wisconsin County Highway
Association.

In closing, I would like to thank all the members of the Joint
Committee on Finance for taking the time to hear the transportation
funding concerns that we in Chippewa County have.



April 18, 1997

2 ban on preemption; restricting tobacco sales to minors; and prohibiting outdoor
advertising of tobacco products. |

Thank you for Your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

o orria s

Devora Lomas

1427 Kane St
La Croste WT 54603



April 20, 1997
Michael R. Weil

3447 Jill Avenue
Eau Claire, WI 54701

Dear Members of the Joint Committee on Finance:

I would like to take this opportunity to indicate my SUPPORT FOR

THE $.56 PER PACK CIGARETTE FEE INCREASE.

As I am sure you know, smoking costs the state of Wisconsin an
enormous amount of money each year in additional health care
expenses as well as time lost by workers due to health related
illnesses. Nothing else in our society injures, induces health
problems and kills like tobacco. It is time that smokers bear the

burden of these costs, rather than the public as a whole.

More importantly yet, it is well documented that an increase in
the cost of cigarettes is a strong disincentive to our youth to

start smoking.

With smoking related issues in the news so often today, this is a
golden opportunity for the State of Wisconsin to be in the
vanguard of those who wish to see a decrease in illnesses and
deaths due to this drug. Please vote to increase the fee by $.56
per pack while at the same time saving the state vast sums of

money and SAFEGUARDING OUR YOUTH!

Thank you in advance for considering this very important

initiative.




STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF $.56
PER PACK CIGARETTE FEE INCREASE

Dear Committee Members:

As I'm sure you are gware, Wisconsin’s youth are in danger. After years of targeted marketing
strategies, 37% of Wisconsin children currently smoke. This does not bode well for the future of
our state and nation. The detrimental long term cffects of smoking are well documented, and we
need to support any legislation that works toward protection of the health and weil being of
children today.

A $.56 per pack increase is such legislation. It is believed that a substantial fax increase would
prevent an equally substantial number of kids from starting smoking. Not only would it prevent
new smokers, it would also aid in cessation if the revenue from the increase were used for
education and health initiatives.

This bill is a wise decision for the long term health of our state. Please vote in support of it.

Janet Butz
2427 Hillcrest Parkway
Altcona. Wi. 54720



Council on Alcohol & Gther Drug Abuse, Inc.

April 18, 1997

To: The Joint Committee on Finance

From: Betty Kleemeier
Executive Director
Council on Alcohol & Other Drug Abuse, Inc.

“I support a substantial increase in the cigarette excise  tax; 2 minimum increase of
$.56 per pack and preferably higher.” ; )

Wisconsin must respond to the alarming rise in the number of youth who are beginning to smoke.
1996 figures from the university of Michigan’s “Monitoring the Future” study indicate that over
the past five years, smoking has risen by 50% among 8th graders (from 14% to 21%) and tenth
graders (from 21% to 30%). Smoking by 12th graders is up 20% during this period.

A 1996 Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey notes that for the first time in recent history,
Wisconsin kids smoke more than other U.S. kids. In 1996, 37% of Wisconsin kids grades 9 - 12
were identified as current smokers.

This is very directly related to efforts by the tobacco industry to entice young smokers. After two
decades of a marked increase in adult smoking, we are again faced with the cost to society of
nicotine addiction of an increasing number of our population. A state which is concerned about
pubiic health of both adults and youth should respond with determination to reverse this trend.

(Continued)

404 % N Bridge S6(P.0, Box 4) ¢ Chippewa Falls, W1 34729 ¢ (715) 723-1101
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Page 2
We know that tobacco tax increases result in increased revenue and reduced consumption.
Wisconsin must learn from the experiences of other states, and realize that anything less than the
proposed $.56 per Pack will not accomplish the impact needed to intervene in this health threat to
our youth.
In addition, a substantial portion of funds raised from an increase in the per pack fee must be
designated for prevention, education, and cessation programs.

I urge your consideration of these facts.



Joint Finance Committee Hearing
Eau Claire, Wis_; Tuesday, April 22, 1997

From: Carol Banks
121 3rd St. West
Menomonie, W1 5451
(715) 235-5718

To Joint Finance Committee Chairs and Members:

As a person with a disability and one who has experienced nursing home and
home health care in the past two years, | have some concerns about the issue of
living with a disability and the need for adequate personal care, and living in our
communities.

I just heard about the group called ADAPT staging a protest in Madison
because of Governor Tommy Thompson’s proposed hike in the nursing home part
of the state budget. And, I am wondering how much will the Community Options
Program get, and is it an adequate amount? We haven’t been able to hear about this
news any earlier, so I was glad to hear this in whatever way it should come to us.
ADAPT, even though it is radical in its approach, is effective in keeping the
Community Promise alive in everyone’s minds, which is where IT MUST BE.

The fight to keep ourselves in the community, for those who are disabled to
the point of needing personal care and housekeeping assistance, seems to be an
ongoing and often frustrating one. It is a constant struggle as long as we hold onto
the medical model which keeps treating people with disabilities as if they’re in
constant need of medical care, and thus they are considered as patients all the time.
Those of us who are disabled don’t consider ourselves in the need of a doctor’s
constant supervision, we just need to live in the community and be able to contribute
in whatever way possible just like any other individual. The other thing you must
remember is that most of us who have disabilities and are in need of personal care
are in their 20’s, 30’s, 40’s--in the prime of their lives.

And, while we have the Community Options Program available to us,
especially for individuals with severe disabilities, the question is--where will a person
get adequate care? 1 have experienced the kind of care that is available through
home health care agencies, and they are far from adequate. And, the limited choices
that social service agencies and home health care agencies give us usually means
that the individual with the disability has little or no control in his or her situation.
The people that are hired by many of these home health care agencies are often
low-skilled and have little understanding of the individual’s needs, especially
because the workers are scheduled to run from one home to another; there also have
been reports of people who are abusive and other inadequacies in the kind of care
that is delivered.



People with disabilities deserve to have their place in the community without
having to worry about the threat of having to go into a nursing home because of the
lack of funding or the lack of adequate workers to assist them to stay in the
community and in their homes. We need to go back to giving more control to these
individuals to hire their own personal care attendants. There is also a need for some
mechanisms to fall into place that when regular personal care attendants aren't able
to be there, that there are substitutions available, such as a registry of attendants to
call on. We must look at ways this can be accomplished in rural areas, such as we
have in the State of Wisconsin and elsewhere, perhaps calling certain individuals
from churches or elsewhere, to use as paid attendants and as volunteers when the
regular attendants aren’t available; in other words, we need to find people from
places that are reliable and trustworthy sources.

I'm trying to look at the issue in all ways so that someone else doesn’t say
that it can’t be done. We all need to live in the community with dignity, with the
ability to contribute, each person in his or her own way. You put people into
nursing homes, and this will not happen.

Also, from what I've heard, the managed care system is not going to work
much better than what I've heard about HMO’s. In some states, where there is good
input and participation from constituents, there is some real hope, but in others,
there have been some real disasters, and a lot of fear. Personal care will still be
given the medical approach rather than looking at it as an essential part of anyone’s
independent living.

Think of this--what would it be like if the person we were talking about was
your sister, daughter, son, or even your mother. Would you want that person living
in a nursing home, or at home and able to still participate in the family system with
a little help from a personal care attendant? The group ADAPT may be the most
visible thing you'll see, but they represent a lot of people around our country who
deserve to live in our communities. Please give them that chance. ADAPT won’t
go away, and the rest of us won’t either.



JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE TESTIMONY
REGARDING 1997-99 BIENNIAL BUDGET (SB 77/AB 100)
WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM PROVISIONS
BY
STEVE HOLDEN, WEAC BOARD OF DIRECTOR
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 1997
MY NAME IS STEVE HOLDEN. I AM A MEMBER OF THE WEAC BOARD OF

DIRECTORS AND A MEMBER OF THE WEAC WTCS COMMITTEE. I WOULD LIKE TO
THANK CHAIRPERSONS BURKE AND JENSEN OF THE JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE
FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TODAY ON THE WISCONSIN TECHNICAL
COLLEGE SYSTEM PROVISIONS OF THE 1997-99 BIENNIAL BUDGET.

WTCS GENERAL STATE AlD:

GOVERNOR THOMPSON’S 1997 BUDGET BILL (SB 77/AB 100) PROPOSES TO
INCREASE THE WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM BUDGET 1%
ANNUALLY. THE WISCONSIN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION COUNCIL AND THE
WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF TEACHERS SUPPORT INCREASING THE WISCONSIN
TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM BUDGET TO 2.5% ANNUALLY.

GENERAL AID, WHICH SUPPORTS ABOUT 25% OF WTCS DISTRICT AIDABLE
COSTS, HAS REMAINED AT $110.2 MILLION GPR PER YEAR FOR THE LAST THREE
FISCAL YEARS.

FROZEN STATE AIDS HAVE PLACED EXTRA PRESSURE ON THE PROPERTY

TAX. STATEWIDE, THE WTCS LEVY INCREASED BY APPROXIMATELY $20



MILLION (OR 6%) PER YEAR IN THE 1995-97 BIENNIUM. HOWEVER, THE ANNUAL
INCREASE IN WTCS OPERATING BUDGETS HAS BEEN BELOW 5%,

THE STATE RELIES UPON THE WTCS TO MEET THE INCREASING DEMAND
FOR SKILLED, WELL-EDUCATED WORKERS WHOSE EMPLOYMENT HELPS FUEL
THE STATE’S ECONOMY. THE WTCS ALSO RESPONDS TO SPECIFIC REQUESTS
FROM BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY FOR RETRAINING, UPGRADING, TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE AND INITIAL JOB TRAINING.

THE WTCS HAS BECOME THE PRIMARY PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM
RESPONDING TO THE NEEDS OF THE ACADEMICALLY DISADVANTAGED, THE
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED, THE DISABLED, DISPLACED HOMEMAKERS
AND OTHER SPECIAL POPULATIONS. MOREOVER, T}%[ERE WILL BE PRESSURE TO
EXPAND BASIC EDUCATION/LITERACY TRAINING AND EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

FOR W-2 CLIENTS.

WHILE WTCS DISTRICTS HAVE IMPLEMENTED NUMEROUS ECONOMIZING
MEASURES (SUCH AS SHARED INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS AND COOPERATIVE
PURCHASING), THE COST OF PROVIDING NEEDED PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
WILL CONTINUE TO INCREASE SYSTEM WIDE BY APPROXIMATELY 4.5%
ANNUALLY. THEREFORE, NO GROWTH IN GENERAL AIDS IN 1995-97 FOLLOWED
BY 1% INCREASES FOR 1997-99 WILL CAUSE THE STATE’S SUPPORT LEVEL TO
DIMINISH SIGNIFICANTLY. SUCH A DECLINE LEADS TO CONCERNS REGARDING
THE STATE’S LONG-TERM ROLE IN SUPPORTING THE SYSTEM.

A GENERAL AID INCREASE BEYOND THE 1% LEVEL WOULD REDUCE THE



SYSTEM’S NEED TO OFFSET PART OF THEIR REVENUE REQUIREMENTS THROUGH
THE PROPERTY TAX.

INCREASED STATE AID WOULD ALLOW WTCS DISTRICTS TO UNDERTAKE
NEW INITIATIVES fN AREAS SUCH AS INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLQGY, STAFF
TRAINING, CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND SCHOOL-TO-WORK EXPANSION.
AT THE PROPOSED 1% LEVEL, IT IS MUCH MORE LIKELY THAT SUCH INITIATIVES
WOULD EITHER NOT OCCUR OR THEY WOULD BE FUNDED AT THE EXPENSE OF
OTHER SERVICES OR TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES.

THE WTCS HAS PROVEN TO BE RESPONSIVE TO COMMUNITY NEEDS AND
OFFERS A FLEXIBLE PROGRAM TO STUDENTS.

YOUTH OPTIONS PROGRAM:

THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE YOUTH OPTION PROPOSAL CAN CREATE A NEW
EDUCATIONAL AVENUE FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO WANT TO GAIN
TECHNICAL SKILLS AND ADVANCE THEIR EDUCATIONAL STATUS WHILE
EARNING THEIR HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. THIS CAN TRULY CREATE A WIN - WIN
SITUATION FOR STUDENTS WHO WISH TO ATTEND A TECHNICAL COLLEGE
DURING THEIR LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL.

IN ADDITION, THE YOUTH OPTION PROPOSAL CAN EXPAND THE WORKING
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HIGH SCHOOLS AND TECHNICAL COLLEGES THAT
ALREADY EXISTS BECAUSE OF SCHOOL-TO-WORK, AT-RISK, AND OTHER
ADVANCE STANDING PROGRAMS. HIGH SCHOOLS WILL BE ABLE TO ENHANCE

THEIR EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO WILL BE



ABLE TO CONTINUE IN TECHNICAL COLLEGE PROGRAMS WHEN THEY
GRADUATE FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, IT IS IMPORTANT
THAT THE DETAILS OF THE YOUTH OPTION PROPOSAL BE EXAMINED
CAREFULLY SO THAT THIS CAN BE A TRULY WINNING PARTNERSHIP FOR
WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGES, HIGH SCHOOLS, AND STUDENTS.

THIS PROPOSAL SHOULD NOT IMPOSE COSTS UNFAIRLY ON SCHOOLS OR
THE STUDENTS. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THIS BE COST-NEUTRAL FOR THE HIGH
SCHOOLS, TECHNICAL COLLEGES, AND STUDENTS. THE OVER-RIDING
MOTIVATION MUST BE WHETHER THIS IS A GOOD OPTION FOR THE STUDENT
AND NOT THE FISCAL IMPACT ON EITHER THE SCHOOLS OR THE STUDENT.
THEREFORE, SOME OF THE ISSUES TO CONSIDERED ARE:

0 THE FISCAL IMPACT ON HIGH SCHOOLS THAT HAVE LIMITED FLEXIBILITY
TO PAY INSTRUCTIONAL COSTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL CHARGES TO
TECHNICAL COLLEGES BECAUSE.OF REVENUE CAPS.

1 THE FISCAL IMPACT ON TECHNICAL COLLEGES THAT MAY NEED TO
PROVIDE MANDATED EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND OTHER
SERVICES TO HIGH SCHOOLS STUDENTS. THE SUPPLEMENTAL CHARGE
FOR EXCEPTIONAL NEEDS MAY NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE THE
SERVICE, WHILE THE HIGH SCHOOL MAY NEED TO CONTINUE THE SAME
LEVEL OF SERVICES FOR OTHER STUDENTS.

a THE IMPACT ON STUDENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION, TOOLS, DAILY
EXPENSES, AND EDUCATIONAL COSTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE TUITION

AND FEES.

(i THE ISSUE OF ACCESS FOR STUDENTS IN RURAL AREAS PARTICULARLY
WHERE THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE CAMPUS IS A CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE
AWAY FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL. DISTANCE LEARNING NETWORKS
CANNOT PROVIDE COMPLETE ACCESS ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO
VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL “HANDS ON” EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES.



B THE IMPACT OF DPI LICENSURE AND BACKGROUND CHECKS THAT
DIFFERS FROM TECHNICAL COLLEGE CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.

0 THE IMPACT ON TECHNICAL COLLEGES TO MEET COMPULSORY

ATTENDANCE, PRIVACY LAWS, MANDATES, AND SERVICES THAT APPLY
TO MINORS THAT DO NOT APPLY TO THEIR ADULT TECHNICAL COLLEGE

STUDENTS.

0 THE IMPACT ON THE STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF TECHNICAL

COLLEGE FACULTY TO HELP THEM MEET THE MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS.

TO BE A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM, THE EDUCATIONAL DECISION
REGARDING WHETHER THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE YOUTH OPTION IS A GOOD
DECISION FOR A STUDENT SHOULD NOT BE DRIVEN BY FINANCIAL OR OTHER
BURDENS ON THE STUDENTS OR THE SCHOOLS. IT MUST BE A DECISION DRIVEN

BY “IS THIS GOOD FOR THE STUDENT?”

SCHOOL-TO-WORK:

THE SCHOOL TO WORK PROGRAM PROVIDES VALUABLE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES AND OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN IN VARIOUS FORMATS
AND THROUGH A WIDE VARIETY OF COORDINATED SCHOOL-BASED AND WORK-
BASED ACTIVITIES. SCHOOL-TO-WORK- IS, AND MUST CONTINUE TO BE VIEWED,
AS AN EDUCATION PROGRAM FOR THE BENEFIT OF STUDENTS, NOT AS A WORK

PROGRAM.
THE ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOL-TO-WORK SHOULD REMAIN HOUSED IN

THE STATE’S EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

INSTRUCTION AND THE WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM: NOT



TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT.

WTCS AND W2:

WEAC/WFT SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WELFARE REFORM LAW

(W-2) TO CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT:

0 EACH PERSON ENROLLED IN SCHOOL SHALL RECEIVE CREDIT TOWARD
MEETING THE FULL WORK REQUIREMENT OF THE W-2 LAW BASED ON THE
CRITERIA THAT EVERY CLASS HOUR PLUS TWO (2) HOURS OF STUDY TIME
FOR EACH CLASS HOUR WILL BE CREDITED AS THREE (3) HOURS TOWARD
MEETING THE FULL WORK REQUIREMENT.

MANY OF THE PEOPLE RECEIVING WELFARE BENEFITS NEED EDUCATION

AND TRAINING TO PROVIDE THEM WITH THE NECESSARY SKILLS TO BECOME

SELF-SUFFICIENT, PRODUCTIVE, CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS OF SOCIETY ON A

LONG-TERM BASIS. THE WTCS SYSTEM WAS ESTABLISHED AND IS IN THE BEST

POSITION TO PROVIDE SUCH EDUCATION AND TRAINING. IT IS IN THE BEST

INTEREST OF BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY TO HAVE A SKILLED WORK FORCE.

PLACING WELFARE RECIPIENTS INTO LOW SKILL, LOW WAGE JOBS IS NOT THE

ANSWER. INSTEAD, WE NEED TO SUPPORT TRAINING FOR EMPLOYMENT.
AGAIN, THANK YOU CHAIRPERSONS AND MEMBERS OF THE JOINT

FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU TODAY

TO DISCUSS THE WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE SYSTEM PROVISIONS IN THE

BIENNIAL BUDGET.



CHIPPEWA FALLS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
PUBLIC HEARING TESTIMONY
JOINT FINANCE COMMITTEE
APRIL 22, 1597

GOOD MORNING AND THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
COMMENT ON AN ISSUE THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO THE CITY OF
CHIPPEWA FALLS AND THE ENTIRE STATE OF WISCONSIN.

AS NOTED I AM JAYSON SMITH AND I AM THE CITY PLANNER IN
CHIPPEWA FALLS AND I STAFF THE CHIPPEW A FALLS INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION WHO I AM HERE REPRESENTING
TODAY.

ASTAM SURE THAT MOST OF YOU ARE AWARE WE HAVE A MAJOR
TRANSPORTATION PROJECT IN CHIPPEWA FALLS KNOWN AS THE
EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR,

I WILL NOT GO INTO A LOT OF DETAIL ABOUT THE PROJECT ITSELF
BECAUSE MOST OF YOU ARE PROBABLY ALREADY AWARE OF THE
DETAILS AND I WANT TO FOCUS MY REMARKS TOWARDS
TRANSPORTATION FUNDING.

I WILL LEAVE A PROJECT STATUS REPORT WITH YOU FOR THE
RECORD.

BRIEFLY, THE EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR IS LOCATED ON THE EAST
SIDE OF CHIPPEWA FALLS. WHEN COMPLETE IT WILL BE LOCATED
BETWEEN CTH “J” ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CHIPPEWA RIVER AND
CTH “I” ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE RIVER.

PROJECT FUNDING FALLS UNDER WISCONSIN STATE STATUTE 84.11
LOCAL HIGH COST BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION
WHEREBY THE STATE SHARE OF COST IS 75% AND THE LOCAL SHARE
IS 25%. THE CITY PETITIONED FOR FUNDING UNDER SS 84.11 IN
EARLY 1993. FOLLOWING AN INVESTIGATION BY THE DOT, A
DETERMINATION WAS MADE THAT THE EAST BRIDGE PROJECT MET



THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND ALL PARTIES WERE SO NOTIFIED.

THE CITY OF CHIPPEWA FALLS, AT A COST OF $352,000, PREPARED AN
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROJECT. A FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT WAS ISSUED IN DECEMBER, 1996.

FOLLOWING THAT FINDING, THE CITY AND CHIPPEWA COUNTY
JOINTLY CONTRACTED WITH A CONSULTANT TO COMPLETE THE
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN PHASE OF THE PROJECT. THIS CONTRACT
AMOUNTS TO AN ADDITIONAL $552,000 OF LOCAL COMMITMENT.
THIS PHASE WILL BE COMPLETE AND THE PROJECT WILL BE READY
TO BID IN LATE 1998.

BOTH THE CITY OF CHIPPEWA FALLS AND CHIPPEWA COUNTY HAVE
ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS COMMITTING THEIR RESPECTIVE 12.5%
SHARE OF PROJECT COSTS.

THE ONE AND ONLY PIECE OF THE PROJECT THAT IS MISSING IS FOR
'THE STATE TO APPROPRIATE ITS 75% SHARE OF PROJECT COSTS AS
PROVIDED FOR UNDER STATE STATUTE 84.11.

NO FUNDING IS REQUESTED FOR THE 84.11 PROGRAM UNDER THE
DOT’S AND GOVERNOR'S BUDGET.

I AM NOT HERE TODAY TO DISCUSS AND JUSTIFY THE POSITIVE
MERITS OF THE EAST BRIDGE PROJECT.

QUITE FRANKLY, l HAVE NOT SPOKE TO ANYONE ABOUT THIS
PROJECT THAT HAS NOT AGREED THAT THE PROJECT IS NEEDED AND
THAT THE BENEFITS WILL FAR EXCEED THE COSTS.

THE PROJECT ENJOYS STRONG, UNIFIED AREA WIDE SUPPORT - SOME
OF WHICH MANY OF YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED FIRST HAND
THROUGH LETTERS SENT FROM MANY LOCAL BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS, THE CHIPPEWA VALLEY RALLY, AND THROUGH
OUR OWN LOCAL LEGISLATOR’S HARD WORK.

SO WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?



IT APPEARS THAT THE COST OF STATE-WIDE TRAN SPORTATION
SYSTEM MAINTENANCE AND REHABILITATION, AND THE COST OF
NEW DESIRED PROJECTS EXCEED CURRENT REVENUE FUNDING
LEVELS.

THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL WHEN DEVELOPING BUDGETS. NEEDS AND
WANTS OFTEN EXCEED AVAILABLE RESOURCES.

THIS PARTICULAR PROBLEM, HOWEVER, HAS SOME SERIOUS
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE STATE’S TRAN SPORTATION SYSTEM, NOT TO
MENTION THE EAST BRIDGE PROJECT IN CHIPPEWA FALLS.

THE TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION ANALYSIS OF
THE 1995-1997 AND 1997-1999 WIDOT BUDGETS IN DICATE THAT
FUNDING IS INADEQUATE AND THAT AS A RESULT THE BUDGET
PROPOSALS REPRESENT A FURTHER FALLING BEHIND IN MEETING
DOCUMENTED TRANSPORTATION NEEDS.

AT APPEARS , THAT CURRENT DOT FUNDING LEVELS ARE NOT EVEN
ADEQUATE TO MAINTAIN THE EXISTING STATE TRAN SPORTATION
SYSTEM - LET ALONE IMPROVE AND EXPAND IT, INCLUDING
FUNDING FOR THE EAST BRIDGE PROJECT.

AN AUDIT OF THE DOT, CONDUCTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT
BUREAU, FOUND NO MAJOR INEFFICTENCIES IN THE DOT THAT
WOULD PROVIDE MONIES FOR PROJ ECTS, AND THE AUDIT
ACKNOWLEDGES THE FACT THAT MORE FUNDING IS NEEDED.

GOVERNOR THOMPSON PROPOSED AN INCREASE IN DOT REVENUE IN
THE 1995-1997 DOT BUDGET AND HAS INDICATED THAT, WHILE HE
WILL NOT PROPOSE ANOTHER INCREASE IN THE 1997-1999 BUDGET,
HE WILL SUPPORT AN INITIATIVE THAT DOES.

THE TDA, THE LEGISLATIVE AUDIT BUREAU, AND THE GOVERNOR
HAVE ALL INDICATED THAT DOT REVENUES NEED TO BE INCREASED
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THE STATE’S TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM.

IT IS EVIDENT WHY THE EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR PROJECT IN



CHIPPEWA FALLS, AND THE TWO OTHER HIGH COST LOCAL BRIDGE
PROJECTS IN THE STATE, ARE NOT INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED DOT
BUDGET.

FUNDING IS NOT AVAILABLE UNDER CURRENT REVENUE LEVELS.
ASTSTATED EARLIER, THE EAST BRIDGE FUNDING FALLS UNDER
STATE STATUTE 84.11. STATE STATUTE 84.11 PROVIDES STATE
FUNDING FOR ELIGIBLE HIGH COST LOCAL BRIDGES.

THE CITY OF CHIPPEWA FALLS AND CHIPPEWA COUNTY HAVE
FOLLOWED THE REQUIREMENTS OF THAT LAW. THE EAST BRIDGE
PROJECT HAS RECEIVED A DETERMINATION THAT IT MEETS THE
CRITERIA FOR FUNDING UNDER THE STATUTE.

HOWEVER, IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR
PROJECT IS NOT GOING TO BE FUNDED UNLESS THE REVENUE NEEDS
OF THE STATE WIDE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM ARE ALSO
ADDRESSED.

‘ON BEHALF OF THE CHIPPEWA FALLS IN DUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION I AM HERE TO EXTEND OUR SUPPORT FOR THE STATE
TO INCREASE DOT REVENUES.

THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION BOARD OF
DIRECTORS ADOPTED A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE
TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION RECOMMENDED
DOT FUNDING INCREASES AT ITS APRIL 21 BOARD MEETING HELD
YESTERDAY.

SPECIFICALLY, THE RESOLUTION STATES THAT THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS OF THE CHIPPEWA FALLS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION HEREBY EXPRESSES ITS SUPPORT FOR THE
TRANSPORTATION REVENUE PACKAGE PROPOSED BY THE
TRANSPORTATION DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION TO ENABLE
FUNDING OF THE EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR IN THIS 1997-1999
BIENNIAL BUDGET.

' HAVE A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION FOR THE RECORD. 1 WILL ALSO



LEAVE A COPY OF MY REMARKS.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT.

PRESENTED BY:
JAYSON C. SMITH

SECRETARY, CHIPPEWA FALLS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION




EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR

STATUS REPORT
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EAST BRIDGE AND CONNECTING STREETS CORRIDOR

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

.

The project purpose is to improve the safety and efficiency of the existing transportation
network in the Chippewa Falls Urban Area by constructing a new bridge crossing the
Chippewa River (see attached location map).

Project Boundaries: The total project boundaries €ncompass a new arterial street that is
located on the east side of Chippewa Falls between STH 29 (direct connection to the STH 29
Bypass interchange) and STH 178.

First Phase: This phase involves construction of a 4-lane divided urban boulevard, including
a new bridge over the river and a new bridge over the Wisconsin Central Railroad, that begins
on the south side of the river at CTH J and ends on the north side of the river at CTH L.

Second Phase: This phase of the project is located between STH 29 and CTH J and will
connect the East Bridge (First Phase) with the new east interchange for the STH 29 Bypass.
This phase of the project is planned for construction at the same time that the STH 29 Bypass
is being built - 2000/2001.

Third Phase: This phase of the project is located between CTH I and STH 178, This phase
of the project will be constructed as the County Farm land develops north of CTH L

FUNDING

*

First Phase: CTHJ to CTH I - Approximate cost $9,000,000. The State’s share is 75%, the
City of Chippewa Falls’ share is 12.5%, and Chippewa County’s share is 12.5%. The City
and the County, by resolution, are committed to their respeciive shares of the project costs.
The State has not appropriated its share of funding. Project construction is dependent on the
State Legislature to include the East Bridge project in the WIDOT budget. See Timetable
below.

Second Phase: The City proposes to bond for this phase of the project in 2000,

Third Phase: Local expense. Construction timetable dependent on demand.

TIMETABLE

* Environmental Assessment: A “Finding of No Significant Impact” for the preferred

corridor, as described for the First Phase of the project, was issued in December 1996. The
City and County are proceeding to the preliminary engineering and final design phase of the
project. Cost of the environmental assessment exceeded $350,000. Cost responsibility-City
of Chippewa Falls.



*

Preliminary Engineering/Final Design: A contract has been executed between the City,
County, and Short Elliot Hendrickson Inc. for the preliminary engineering and final design
phase of the project. The completion date is November 1998. Approximate cost-$552,000.
Cost responsibility: State - 75%, City - 12.5%, County - 12.5%. However, the State has not
appropriated its share of project funds. Therefore, the City and County have agreed to front
end the $552,000 to maintain the project schedule with an expectation that there will be a state
reimbursement of their share. )

Project Construction: The objective and timetable of the City and County are to begin
construction of the First Phase in May 1999. Project construction is totally dependent on
the State Legislature appropriating its share of project costs in the upcoming 1997-1999
Wisconsin Transportation Budget which will be part of the State budget now being formulated
by Governor Thompson for presentation to the Legislature in January 1997.

THE CURRENT PROPOSED STATE BUDGET DOES NOT INCLUDE FUNDING FOR
THE FIRST PHASE OF THE EAST BRIDGE CORRIDOR. IF THE BUDGET IS NOT
AMENDED TO INCLUDE THE STATE’S SHARE OF FUNDING FOR THE PROJECT,
CONSTRUCTION WILL BE DELAYED FOR A MINIMUM OF TWO YEARS ( 2000-
2002 BUDGET).

L]

PROJECT BENEFITS

Improve the safety and efficiency of the existing community transportation network. The East
Bridge Corridor project will significantly reduce traffic volumes (congestion) in the
downtown and streets leading to and from the industrial parks, thereby, improving safety and
travel time.

Significantly enhance the movement of goods and services by linking the two industrial parks
with a more direct route that does not have to go through the City’s downtown. Completion
of the project will provide better access (o the state and interstate highway system. When the
first and second phases of the project are completed between STH 29 and CTH I, there will be
a direct connection to the STH 29 “east interchange,”

Provide safer, more efficient access to and from places of work for area employees.

At both ends of the project lie farge tracts of vacant land. Each of these tracts of land is
owned by a single property owner (Chippewa County to the north, approximately 400 acres of
land, and the Northern Center/State to the south, approximately 250 acres of land). These
tracts of land are considered prime development areas. Construction of the Fast Bridge
Corridor will provide access to these tracts of land creating significant economic development
opportunities,

Greatly improved access (o the hospital, clinics, and other medical facilities that are located on
the northeast side of Chippewa Falls. Improved access will not only be better for clients and
employees, but will significantly reduce eMergency response times.
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1.)

Life Care Services/Early Intervention

Proposed Budast - rio increase in funding

AIDS Community Proposal — 15% increase in each year of the budget

Justification

Never in the history of medicine has a group of patisnts been required to
adhsere to a more stringent drug regimen then are psople with HIV/AIDS
required to follow with triple combination AIDS drug therapy. A lack of
comprehensive HV case management and support services for the medical
Management of AIDS jecpardizes access to these new AIDS drugs:

. transportation to medical appeintments is critical as pacple with
HIVIAIDS can no longer miss appointments without potentially harming

B20 Nowrn Francinraxy Aviang PO Box 92487
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their health status

J early intervention programs identify the progression of HIV in newly
diagnosed individuals and the need access primary care

. legal and benefits counseling are crucial to assuring continuous health
care coverage ¢f the cost of treatments

U nutritional assistance is even mare nacassary now to adhere to dietary
requirements of new treatments

. case management services are central to assuring access to housing,
financial assistance and meadical services

. These services are even more critical because people with HIV/AIDS

who do not follow the stringent regimens quickly develop resistancs to
the life-saving AlIDS medications.

» Compounding the nsed for increased community-based AIDS services is &
25% lowar AIDS death rate in Wisconsin, and a projection of 400 new HIV
cases in 1997. Qur HIV/AIDS caselozds have never besn higher with client to
case manager ratios surpassing 100 to 1 in urban areas and 30 to 1 in rural
areas of Wisconsin. Without greater funding for consortia services, people with
HIV/AIDS will not have access to services they need to maintain new drug
regimens.,

2.)  AIDE Drug Reimbursement Program{ADRP)

A Proposed Bidget — ADRP funding by $69,800 in the first year and $323,800
GPR in the sscond year of the biennium. No increass in income eligibility level.

B. AIDS Community Position -- increasa income eligibility level of the ADRP to
350% of the federal poverty lavsl.

C. Justification

. Tragically, the high cost of new AIDS drugs have driven the annual costs of
drug therapy alone to $15,000 to $18,000 for a person with AlDS, at the same
time that the ADRP's income eligibility level is at its lowest point in history.
With an income sligibility level of just 200% of the federal poverty level, the
ADRP denies access to life-saving medications to anyone in Wisconsin with an
annual income of more than $15,000, less than the annual cost of AIDS
medications.

» The low income eligibility level denies more than 280 people with HIV/AIDS
access to new AlDS medications which will maintain their health status and
their ability to remain free from other government assistance. Most of these
individuals make less than $25,000 a year.
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3.}  HIV Prevention Education
A Proposed Budget - no increase in HIV prevention funding
B. AIRS Community Position - $300,000C increase in each ysar of the biennium to

address unmet needs identified by the State of Wisconsin HIV Prevention
Planning Couneil.

C. Justification
. The Planning Cauncil has done excellent work aver the |ast two years in

determining the most effective HIV prevention strategies for pepulations at
greatest risk of contracting HIV. Consistent with state spidemiological data on
HIV cases, the Council has identified the highest priority populations for
increased HIV education as men who have sex with men, injection drug users
and youth.

. The top HIV prevention pricrities among these populations which are unfunded
or underfunded include: outreach counssling and testing, peer education, one-
on-one KHIV prevention education, HIV prevention case management, materials
distribution, opinion leader strategies and development of HIV risk-reduction
skills.

) The 1997 HiV Frevention Plan also identifies the need far a much greater leve!
of HIV prevention education across many popuiations. Sixteen years into the
AIDS epidemic the State of Wisconsin has yet to conduct a statewide HIV
prevention awarensass campaign to raise community awarensss and knowledge
of HIV. This is a key strategy that the State needs to undertake to reach many
individuals and populations.

Finally, some key information which you may want to include in your testimony is:

. HIV/AIDS cases have increasad 25% - 700 new cases in just two years

Y AIDS has become a leading killer of Wisconsin residents from 25 to 44
years old

» the number of newly reported cases is increasing most rapidly among
women

. new tripie combination AIDS drug therapies have reduced the AIDS

daath rate in Wisconsin by 25% in the fast 12 months



Petition to Members of the Joint Committee
on Finance Opposing A Cigarette Taxk Increase

We, the undersigned appreciate this opportunity to communicate
with you about an issue that directly affects our pocketbooks — the
proposal to increase state cigarette taxes.

In a year when there is no budget crisis in our state, we do not
understand why our representatives in the State Legisiature would
impose such a punitive tax on just one segment of the population - a
taxr that affects smokers so directiy.

On behalf of all smokers in our area, | would appreciate your
voting against any increase in cigarette taxes.

Since | must be on the job during daytime hours, | am unable to
attend the special legisiative hearings on the budget. | appreciate
you having these regional hearings and hope you will accept this
petition on behaif of people who wili be directiy affected by your
actions.

Sincerely.

CHERYL MERTES

SUPERIOR



The preceding letter was signed by the following :

1. CHERYL MERTES

2. HELEN THOMAS

3. YVONNE BAILEY

4. LYNN BRITTAN

5. BARBARA ANDERSON
6. ADAWOLLAK

7. LORETTA CHARLES

8. MICHAEL GERBER

9. MARGGIE SMEDEGARD
10. SANDRA ARCAND

It LARRY LAWLER

12, WALTER WILDS

13. JANET PEARSON

14. CORAL WILIAMS

15. CONNIE VANDENBERG
16, SANDRA WILLETT

17, JEAN MCFARLANE

18, JACKS FAST FOOD

19. EDNA FARROW

20. LITTLE STORE # 14

2. RICK TOYA

22. DOROTHY ARMBRUST
23. FORD CAMPRELL

24. S&E ENTERPRISE

25. JAMES WESTER

26. FRANCIS MILLER

27. EUNICE ALHOLM

28. TERRY ANDERSON

29. LYNNE PATNODE

30. VJOHNSON

31. RICHARD WIDELL

32. VIVIAN RUNYON

33. COROLYN HAGEN

34. ROBERT BRADLEY

35, FLORENCE PETRIN

36. SHIRLEY ZINN

37. SHARON PLASCH

38. JODIE COURTLAND
35, DONNA JACOBSON

40. PATRICIA OKASH

41. JOHN P PAINE

42 LYN LAVALLEY

43, MR & MRS FRANK CROSS
44, DINAH KAELIN

45. JUDY NELSON

46. DAVID JARVIS

47. LEINO’S GAS & GOODS
48. MELANIE DE BAYFIELD



EAU CLAIRE

' AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

\
500 MAIN STREET
EAU CLAIRE, W1 54701-3770
i (715) 839-6071
April 22, 1997 FAX # (715) 833.3481

Honorable Co-Chairs Senator Burke and Representative Jensen
Members of the Joint Committee on Finance:

My name is Sharon Gilles and I am the District Coordinator for Health Education and Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Programs for the Eau Claire Area School District.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today. As a professional working in primary prevention 1 am
opposed to the transfer of school alcohol and other drug abuse (AODA) programs from the Department of
Public Instruction (DPI) to the Department of Health and Family Services (DHFS). The Govemor’s proposal
transfers the administration of four AOD grants from DPI to DHFS: AOD Program, Families and Schools
Together (FAST), After School and Summer School (AS/SS) and Student Mini grants. Administration of Safe
and Drug Free Schools and DARE grants would be with the DP1. T ask that you not approve this part of the
Governor’s budget proposal. Having worked with AODA prevention programs in our public schools since the
early 1980's, I am concerned that: 1). AODA services to schools will be splintered causing fragmentation of
past efforts of school/community prevention. 2). This would prove administratively burdensome and confusing
since this would create a second AODA grant application, approval and reporting process in a second state
agency. 3). This occurs after the DPI has created a streamlined, consolidated, multi-year, grant and program
evaluation process. 4). AOD prevention programs in Wisconsin schools are intricately coordinated with other
student services programs administered by the DPI such as school psychologist and social workers, school age
parent, school-based AIDS prevention, school health, school nursing, alcohol and traffic safety, family-
involvement-in-education, guidance and counseling, and children at risk programs.

The DPI has an understanding of the necessity of primary prevention for all students. DHFS has primarily
dealt with clients for intervention and treatment. While there is a need for programs along the entire
continuum, the DPI is best equipped to provide primary prevention, Both of these agencies are organized to
serve the specific needs of their clientele; i.¢., the DPI provides support for educational services and DHFS
provides services to families with specific identified concerns.

The Eau Clatre Area School District has a strong working refationship with the Eau Claire community. One
example of this is the cooperative nature of our work with the Eau Claire Coalition for Youth as we work
collaboratively on a wide variety of projects including community wide forums on youth issues, providing
programs of interest to parents and youth, and assisting with accessing services and resources to all members of
the community. Another example is that during the past several weeks I have been completing grant
applications for 1997-98 and have talked with several law enforcement officials during this process. Everyone
agrees that the Eau Claire community is in a precarious position in relation to gangs, violence, and alcohol and
other drug abuse. Continuation of prevention programming for all students is essential if we are going to keep
pace with these changes. The most natural access to all students is through the schools. It is my belief that the
Governor’s budget proposal will hinder school districts access to funding for AOD prevention programs.

As an advocate for youth and having a personal interest in shaping the future for these nonvoting citizens, I ask
that you please not approve the proposal for the Governor’s budget to transfer AODA program funds from the
DPI to DHFS. Thank you.

EAU CLAIRE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 15 AN LOURL OPPORTUNITY EMPLGYER



